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Mr. O’MaHnoney, from the Committee on Interior and InetlarAff ets, 
submitted the following xs 


REPORT 


{To accompany H. R. 5599] 


The Committee on Interior and Insular Affairs, to whom was 


referred the bill (H. R. 5599) to provide for the conveyance of the 
Centre Hill Mansion, Petersburg, Va., to the Petersburg Battlefield 
Museum Corp., and for other purposes, having considered the same, 
report favorably thereon without amendment and with the recom- 
mendation that the bill do pass. 

The enactment of this legislation will result in a saving to the 
Federal Government, since maintenance of the property in question, 
which has been operated by the Department of the Interior as a part of 
the Petersburg National Military Park, will be transferred to the 
Petersburg Battlefield Museum Corp. The Department has been 
assured, and the bill provides, that the mansion property shall be 
maintained in the public interest by the Museum Corp., a nonprofit 
corporation of Petersburg, Va. 

This property was acquired originally by the Federal Government 
in 1937 without cost through donation by a private citizen. Such 
donation was made in order that the mansion might house mementos 
of the War Between the States and the siege of Petersburg. Un- 
fortunately, administration of the property as originally contemplated 
has been impracticable because of the fact that the mansion is a con- 
siderable distance from the Petersburg National Military Park and 
also because of limited departmental funds for museum purposes. 
The National Park Service feels that this corporation is well able to 
carry out the aims of the Park Service and would like to transfer this 
historic property to it. The conveyance is subject to revocation 
should the corporation fail to administer the property in the public 
interest. 
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A favorable report was submitted by the Department of the In- 
terior to the House Committee on Interior and Insular Affairs, which 
report is hereinbelow set forth in full and made a part of this report: 


DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR, 
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY, 
Washington, D. C., October 16, 1951. 
Hon. Joun R. Murpock, 
Chairman, Committee on Interior and Insular Affairs, 
House of Representatives, Washington, D. C. 


My Dear Mr. Murpock: Your committee has requested a report on H. R. 
5599, a bill to provide for the conveyance of the Centre Hill Mansion, Petersburg, 
Va., to the Petersburg Battlefield Museum Corp., and for other purposes. 

We recommend the enactment of this proposed legislation. 

This proposed legislation is in the public interest, in our opinion, because it will 
require the administration of the mansion property by the corporation as a public 
museum. The bill requires also that any revenues which may be obtained from 
the administration or operation of the museum shall be used to continue its admin- 
istration and preservation in the public interest. This Department may impose 
any additional terms and conditions which we may find to be advisable in carrying 
out the purpose of such proposed legislation. 

The Centre Hill Mansion property, which is situated in the city of Petersburg, 
Va., was conveyed without cost to this Department in 1937. We have adminis- 
tered it since that time as a part of the Petersburg National Military Park. 
The main area of that park, however, is situated a considerable distance from 
the Centre Hill Mansion; and it has not been practicable for the mansion to be 
included in the historical tours of the park because of its location with respect 
to the principal area of the park. Also, because of the very limited funds that 
have been made available to the National Park Service for museum purposes in 
recent years, it has* been impracticable to expend public funds on the mansion. 
We found it advantageous, therefore, to grant a revocable permit in 1949 to the 
Petersburg Battlefield Museum Corp. to maintain and operate the mansion 
property as a free public museum. Under the terms of the permit, the corpora- 
tion has agreed to make all necessary repairs due to ordinary wear and tear on 
the property, to provide the services of a competent person to furnish information 
to the visiting public, to obtain insurance on the property, and to otherwise 
administer it in the public interest. We understand that the city of Petersburg 
has assisted the corporation in these matters. Because of the interest that the 
corporation and the city of Petersburg have shown in this property and the 
willingness of the corporation to accept permanent responsibility for its future 
management and protection, it is our belief that the property should be conveyed 
to the corporation as provided by this proposed legislation. The corporation 
will, in effect, be carrying out the principal purposes of this Department in 
acquiring the property for the public benefit. 

This report has been submitted to the Bureau of the Budget and we have been 
advised that there is no objection to its submission to your committee. 

Sincerely yours, 
Date E. Dory, 
Assistant Secretary of the Interior. 
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